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The paper " The Significance and the Use of the Normal Curve" is a good 

example of a psychological assignment. Graphically and statistically, a 

normal curve or a bell curve, also known as Gaussian curve, is a visual 

representation of a distribution of scores that has three characteristics equal,

i. e. mean, median and mode. An ideal normal curve is perfectly symmetrical

about the mean. The ends of a normal curve are asymptotic, i. e. close to but

not joining the base (Gregory, 2007). Although this definition is highly 

statistical, its application in normal life explains many natural phenomena, 

and evidence reveals that this concept has been adopted scientists almost a 

century ago (Micceri, 1989). The concept of the normal curve may be applied

to understand a common phenomenon of nature. For example, if one wants 

to study the height of children in the age group of 10-11, a normal 

distribution curve will be helpful. In a decent sample population, the height 

of every child may be measured and documented. When these figures are 

closely observed, there will be relatively few short children and relatively few

tall children, and a maximum number of children will fall in the moderate 

height category that will be in between both these extremes. The probability 

of occurrence of both extremes, i. e. tallness and shortness, is very low; and,

the probability of occurrence of average height is more. When these figures, 

i. e. height and a number of children, are plotted graphically, a curve is 

obtained which is the normal curve or a bell curve (because it assumes an 

inverted bell shape), indicating the extremes at both ends and children with 

normal or average height in between the two. In conclusion, normal curve 

forms the base of studying any statistical data measuring the behavior of 

data about the mean, median and mode, all of which have to be the same 
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for the sample to be termed normal. This will also help in identifying outliers 

if any. 
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